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WHO IS THE IDENTY?


PHILOSOPHY AND ART

THE PROBLEM OF IDENTITY



DAVID HUME
Local tradition dictates that a touch of David Hume’s toe will bring good luck, though 

the practice ironically defies the philosopher’s vehement rejection of superstition. 

Since 1997, when the public statue was erected at the top of Edinburgh’s 

Royal Mile, it’s become an international point of interest for handsy passersby. 

Shortly after artist Alexander Stoddart’s sculpture of the great Scottish 

Enlightenment thinker was installed in front of the High Court Building, philosophy 

students began making pilgrimages to his likeness and rubbing his toe for luck and 

wisdom. Over two decades later, hordes of tourists crowd around Hume’s foot at all 

times of day, rendering the sacred toe a shiny golden sphere from all the contact. 

This popular Edinburgh landmark portrays Hume as an ancient Greek philosopher. 

While he was neither ancient nor Greek, Hume was also an influential historian, 

economist, and writer who lived in the Scottish capital from 1711 to 1776. 

One of the most influential figures to come out of the Scottish Enlightenment, Hume 

was invested in the natural sciences, the necessity of government, and empirical 

observation. In staunch opposition to superstition, which “rouses the vain fears of 

unhappy mortals,” he wrote in his six-volume History of 

England, Hume would likely frown upon his statue’s ritual significance.

https://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/edinburgh-scotland


The problem of identity starting from the ‘600: it 
has begun in short, to speak of "personal identity" 
and the authors are philosophers like John Locke, 
between the '600 and the' 700, and David Hume, 
around the middle of the '700. In particular, Hume 
dedicates to the personal identity a whole very 
important chapter of his Treaty on the human nature: 
here the concept of identity leaves the spheres of 
ontology to move instead on a more psychological 
level.
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Photographs by Woodman,

Arbus and Mapplethorpe' at 
Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery. 

With a particular focus on 
self-portraiture and 
representation, this exhibition 
celebrates the work of three 
of the twentieth century’s 
most influential 
photographers: Francesca 
Woodman, Diane Arbus and 
Robert Mapplethorpe.


Image: Robert Mapplethorpe, 
Self Portrait, 1980 © Robert 
Mapplethorpe Foundation.
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